
 

 
 
 
 
November 19, 2019 
 
The Honorable Roger Wicker     The Honorable Maria Cantwell 
Chairman       Ranking Member 
Senate Committee on Commerce,    Senate Committee on Commerce, 
   Science and Transportation        Science and Transportation 
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building    511 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510     Washington, DC 20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Wicker and Senator Cantwell, 
 
Thank you for convening today’s hearing, “Highly Automated Vehicles: Federal Perspectives on the 
Deployment of Safety Technology.” Public hearings with experts on this important technology are an 
important venue for raising the level of public knowledge about automated vehicles. 
 
Partners for Automated Vehicle Education (PAVE) is a diverse coalition of safety, mobility and 
sustainability advocates and industry participants who are united by two beliefs: the belief that 
automated vehicles have substantial potential benefits, and the belief that we will not achieve these 
benefits without the understanding and trust of the public. 
 
To help achieve these potential benefits, PAVE is embarked on a campaign to help raise the level of 
public understanding about AV technology and its potential. This week, PAVE has teamed with the 
National League of Cities and PAVE member NAVYA to offer demonstration rides in a NAVYA 
automated shuttle to attendees at NLC’s City Summit in San Antonio, Texas. Demonstration events 
like this help expose more Americans to these new technologies and raise their level of knowledge and 
awareness. 
 
PAVE does not advocate for specific public policies, legislation or regulation. But we recognize the 
potential of automated vehicles to help reduce the roughly 37,000 annual deaths on U.S. roads and to 
improve transportation accessibility and sustainability. PAVE is highly focused on creating a more 
informed public as well as helping to inform policymakers charged with crafting the policies related to 
automated vehicles that can unlock these benefits. We also recognize the need for public information 
on automated vehicles to be accurate and fact-based, to accurately portray the capabilities and 
limitations of advanced vehicle technologies, and to avoid misleading drivers by creating an inaccurate 
impression of those capabilities. This means drawing a clear line for consumers between driver 
assistance systems that aid drivers (as defined up to SAE Level 2 in the Level 0-5 scale) and higher 
levels of automation (SAE levels 3-5). PAVE’s mission is to provide just that sort of hype-free 
information, so that whatever policies are established at the federal, state or local level, those policies 
are informed by the best information available. 
 



   

We appreciate your continued focus on these important issues and stand ready to assist in any way we 
can to help raise the level of knowledge and understanding on automated vehicles. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Brad Stertz      Kelly Nantel 
PAVE Co-Chair     PAVE Co-Chair 
Director of Government Affairs   Vice President of Communications and Advocacy 
Audi USA      National Safety Council 
        


